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News From the Board of Education 
 
The Board attended the BC School Trustees 
Association (BCSTA) Academy this month. BCSTA 
represents all Boards of Education and is a strong 
provincial voice on matters affecting public 
education. 
 
The Academy provides trustees throughout the 
province an opportunity to work together to build 
effective Boards of Education through professional 
development. 
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 News in Education 
 
In 2008, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada (TRC) was established to tell Canadians 
about the history of Indian residential schools and 
the impact it had on Indigenous children and 
families. The TRC also guides a process of 
reconciliation between and within Indigenous 
families, communities, churches, governments and 
Canadians. 
 
On November 19th staff from across the district 
came together with facilitator, Jo Chrona from the 
First Nations Education Steering Committee, to 

 
participate in shared learning and actions 
towards reconciliation. 
 
Early October, N’We Jinan came to Kumsheen 
Secondary School.  N’We Jinan is a nonprofit 
organization that brings a mobile recording 
studio into schools across North America. The 
program is aimed at creating an environment 
where youth can express themselves musically 
under the guidance of a professional music 
producer. Students learn about sound recording, 
music production, songwriting, voice and 
performance. Within the studios’ residency, 
original songs are created containing messages 
that focus on cultural identity, language, 
struggle, love and self-acceptance. The tour also 
gives participating youth an opportunity to create 
a music video to support the songs they have 
created. This process gives youth opportunities 
for collaborating, teamwork, encouragement, 
confidence building and community 
empowerment. Kumsheen students wrote, 
recorded and created videos for three songs with 
N’We Jinan. To see the videos check out the 
Kumsheen Secondary’s Facebook page. 
 
 
News in Business 
 
The district recently received confirmation of 
Year 3 funding through the ITA’s Youth Trade 
Capital Equipment Program (YTCEP).  This school 
year, the district will receive $29,085 for total 
grant funding over the last three years of 
$126,043.  The grant is mainly used to support 
equipment purchases for school shops.  The 
Industry Training Authority (ITA) also provided 
data on student registration and success in 
trades programs.  For the school years 2015/16 
to 2017/18, the Youth Train in Trades 
Withdrawal rate is 0% and the average pass rate 
is 75%.  The data also shows an increase in the 
number of students registered in the Youth 
Explore Trades Skills over the last three years. 
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